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From: office@sykesplanning.co.uk <office@sykesplanning.co.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, December 8, 2022 9:41 AM 
To: Stuart Shaw <Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk> 
Cc: ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk 
Subject: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 
 
Hi Stuart 
Hope you're well. I'm just looking for an update on the above application please. 
 
I believe a decision was due yesterday but I've not heard anything from you to date. Please let me know 
if you require further information from us. 
 
There's nothing obvious on the file, apart from a considerable number of comments from the public 
(which appeared to be in support of the development, although I've only read some of the comments so 
far). 
 
Regards, Richard 

SYKESPLANNING LTD 

Richard Sykes BA(Hons), BTP, MRTPI 
07855 323945  
office@sykesplanning.co.uk 

Lower Farm, The Common, Corley Moor, Coventry CV7 8AR 

Registered in England & Wales No.10047838. 

 

 

From: office@sykesplanning.co.uk 

Date: 19 December 2022 at 18:10:37 GMT 

To: Stuart Shaw <Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk> 

Cc: Ahmed Kahn <ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk> 

Subject: Fwd: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 

Hi Stuart 

Please can I have a response to my email below from 8 December.  

  

Regards, Richard  

Sent from my iPhone 

 

From: office@sykesplanning.co.uk <office@sykesplanning.co.uk>  

Sent: 05 January 2023 15:42 

To: Stuart Shaw <Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk> 

Cc: Ahmed Kahn <ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk> 

Subject: Fwd: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 

  

Hi Stuart  

Further to my emails below, please can I have an update on the above application. My client is getting 

very concerned at the lack of response.  
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I appreciate you may have been away over Xmas, but please can you at least acknowledge this email if 

you can’t respond fully.  

  

Regards, Richard 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

From: 

"Stuart Shaw" <Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk> 

  

To: 

"office@sykesplanning.co.uk" <office@sykesplanning.co.uk> 

Cc: 

"Ahmed Kahn" <ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk> 

Sent: 

Thu, 5 Jan 2023 15:56:25 +0000 

Subject: 

RE: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 

Hello,  

  

I’m really sorry I haven’t been able to come back to you yet. I’m afraid we have heavy caseloads at 

present. I have put the application on the list for a ‘case review session’ discussion with senior staff on 

Tuesday so I can confirm if any issues after that. I am anticipating there shouldn’t be too many major 

issues but I’ll see if seniors pick anything up on Tues. This one is now one of my most overdue so 

hopefully I can progress it quicker from now, 

  

Regards  

  

Stuart Shaw 

Planner 

Planning Development Management Team 

Leicester City Council 

City Hall, 115 Charles Street, Leicester LE1 1FZ 

  

Unless otherwise stated, the content of this email is informal opinion only.  It will not prejudice the further 

consideration of the matter by Leicester City Council. 

Unless otherwise stated, this message is also confidential.  If you have received this in error, please 

delete it and let us know by emailing planning@leicester.gov.uk 
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From: 

office@sykesplanning.co.uk 

  

To: 

"Stuart Shaw" <Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk> 

Cc: 

"Ahmed Kahn" <ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk> 

Sent: 

Thu, 19 Jan 2023 15:45:14 +0000 

Subject: 

RE: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 

Hi Stuart 

Just wondering if there's any update following your 'case review session' last week? 

  

Regards, Richard  

SYKESPLANNING LTD 

Richard Sykes BA(Hons), BTP, MRTPI 
07855 323945  
office@sykesplanning.co.uk 
Lower Farm, The Common, Corley Moor, Coventry CV7 8AR 
Registered in England & Wales No.10047838. 

 

 

From: office@sykesplanning.co.uk <office@sykesplanning.co.uk>  

Sent: 26 January 2023 17:10 

To: Grant Butterworth <Grant.Butterworth@leicester.gov.uk>; Katy Redford 

<Katy.Redford@leicester.gov.uk> 

Cc: Stuart Shaw <Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk>; ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk; planning 

<planning@leicester.gov.uk> 

Subject: Fwd: RE: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 

  

Hi Grant and Katy 

I'm struggling to get any feedback on behalf of my clients on the above application.  

  

I appreciate Stuart and other Officers have heavy caseloads, but it was submitted back in October and 

no feedback has been forthcoming. 

  

mailto:office@sykesplanning.co.uk
mailto:Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk
mailto:office@sykesplanning.co.uk
mailto:office@sykesplanning.co.uk
mailto:office@sykesplanning.co.uk
mailto:Grant.Butterworth@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Katy.Redford@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk
mailto:planning@leicester.gov.uk


Please can you assist. 

Regards, Richard 

SYKESPLANNING LTD 

Richard Sykes BA(Hons), BTP, MRTPI 
07855 323945  
office@sykesplanning.co.uk 
Lower Farm, The Common, Corley Moor, Coventry CV7 8AR 
Registered in England & Wales No.10047838. 

 

From: 

"Stuart Shaw" <Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk> 

 

To: 

"office@sykesplanning.co.uk" <office@sykesplanning.co.uk> 

Sent: 

Thu, 2 Feb 2023 10:09:18 +0000 

Subject: 

RE: RE: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 

Dear Richard 

I have discussed this with senior staff and we are not sure if there will be enough parking at the 

proposed site for the potential use. Highways had looked at it however they had just assessed the 

change of use without considering that the land to the south had been ancillary parking to the site 

previously but now is not within the red line boundary. As, by all accounts this is the case they will be 

reviewing the proposal again in this context. I will let you know what our view is when they come back to 

me hopefully within the next 1 or 2 weeks.  

Regards 

Stuart Shaw 

Planner 

Planning Development Management Team 

Leicester City Council 

City Hall, 115 Charles Street, Leicester LE1 1FZ 

  

Unless otherwise stated, the content of this email is informal opinion only.  It will not prejudice the further 

consideration of the matter by Leicester City Council. 

Unless otherwise stated, this message is also confidential.  If you have received this in error, please 

delete it and let us know by emailing planning@leicester.gov.uk 

 

 

From: office@sykesplanning.co.uk <office@sykesplanning.co.uk>  

Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2023 3:28 PM 

To: ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk; M Shaikh <zaqirs@hotmail.com>; info@datrust.org 

Subject: Fwd: RE: RE: 155 Humberstone Drive - 20221709 

 

All 
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Please see the 'holding' email that I've finally received from the Planning Officer. 

 

It raises potential concerns about the limited/reduced parking availability at the site, but advises that 

Highways will respond further in 1-2 weeks. 

 

It may be worth forwarding this email to the Transport consultant and/or considering if there are any 

measures for additional parking that could be used to help in the meantime. It looks like this could be an 

issue. 

 

Regards, Richard 

SYKESPLANNING LTD 

Richard Sykes BA(Hons), BTP, MRTPI 
07855 323945  
office@sykesplanning.co.uk 

Lower Farm, The Common, Corley Moor, Coventry CV7 8AR 

Registered in England & Wales No.10047838. 

 

From: M Z Shaikh  

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2023 4:54 PM 

To: Team Skyline <info@skylinearchitecture.co.uk>; office@sykesplanning.co.uk 

Subject: Application Ref : 155 Humberstone Drive – 20221709 

 

 

 

Dear Richard and Ahmed, 

 

Application Ref : 155 Humberstone Drive – 20221709 

 

I pray you are well. 

 

The above application target decision date was the 7th of Decemebr 2022. Being a 

commercial property used for charitable purposes we were informed by the rates 

department that as the property has become unusable due to the renovations - this would 

mean the rates are fully payable. The delay of the decision regarding the building regulations 

and change of use application – would mean that we would not be entitled to the 80 % 

mandatory  rebate from the council. The full rates will place an untenable burden upon the 

charitable grassroots registered charity. We are attempting to contest this. Can this case be 

treated as a matter of urgency so we can start using the premises in the shortest time 

possible and mitgate the dispute regarding the rates.  If this communication to the council 

could be delivered mentioning that these are exceptional circumstances and we would 

appreciate if the application can be treated as such.   

 

Thanking you in advance 

mailto:office@sykesplanning.co.uk


 

Mohammed Zaqir Shaikh 

Director 

 

 

 

Darul Arqam Educational Trust 

16 Thurmaston Lane 

Leicester LE5 0TE 

 

Registered Charity : 1092608. 

 

From: office@sykesplanning.co.uk <office@sykesplanning.co.uk>  

Sent: 03 March 2023 15:07 

To: Grant Butterworth <Grant.Butterworth@leicester.gov.uk> 

Cc: ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk; M Shaikh <zaqirs@hotmail.com> 

Subject: Application Ref : 155 Humberstone Drive – 20221709 

  

Dear Grant 

I'm sorry that I need to write to you again regarding the delays with the above application. 

  

I contacted you on 26 January and you kindly asked the Planning Officer, Stuart Shaw, to action 

a response. He did this to a degree, but his update amounted to nothing more than a 'holding' comment 

from Highways which he advised needed review. This was on 2 February and, despite chasing, I've 

heard nothing more. 

  

This application was submitted on 12 October 2022, with a target decision date of 7 December 2022. It 

proposes a valuable community facility and has the support of the local MP (Claudia Webb) and others. 

To date, we've been told of no good reason why planning permission should not be forthcoming. In fact, 

we've had no definitive feedback at all. 

  

The continued delays are causing considerable problems to the applicants and they've asked me to 

complain to you. They advise me (their wording) that being a commercial property which is to be used 

for charitable purposes, they were informed by the Council's Rates Department that as the property has 

become unusable due to the renovations, this would mean the rates are fully payable. The delay in the 

decision regarding the change of use application would mean that they would not be entitled to the 80% 
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mandatory rebate from the council. The full rates will place an untenable burden upon the charitable 

grassroots registered charity. They are attempting to contest this.  

  

The applicants have, understandably asked if their application can now be treated as a matter of 

urgency so they can start using the premises in the shortest time possible and mitigate the dispute 

regarding the rates. They believe that there are exceptional circumstances and would appreciate if the 

application can be treated as such. For my part, I agree, and would also ask that the lack of 

communication from your Planning Officer is looked into. We still have no guidance (or comfort) as to 

where the Planning Officer stands with the application. This is very poor service whatever 

the circumstances. Whilst I fully understand heavy workloads and limited resources, it shouldn't take 

over 4 months for us to reach this point. 

  

I await your early attention. 

  

Regards, Richard  

  

SYKESPLANNING LTD 

Richard Sykes BA(Hons), BTP, MRTPI 
07855 323945  

office@sykesplanning.co.uk 
Lower Farm, The Common, Corley Moor, Coventry CV7 8AR 
Registered in England & Wales No.10047838. 

 

From: 

"Grant Butterworth" <Grant.Butterworth@leicester.gov.uk> 

 

To: 

"office@sykesplanning.co.uk" <office@sykesplanning.co.uk> 

Cc: 

"ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk" <ahmed@skylinearchitecture.couk>, "M Shaikh" 

<zaqirs@hotmail.com>, "Stuart Shaw" <StuartShaw@leicester.gov.uk>, "Katy Redford" 

<Katy.Redford@leicester.gov.uk> 

Sent: 

Mon, 6 Mar 2023 10:19:53 +0000 

Subject: 

RE: Application Ref : 155 Humberstone Drive – 20221709 

 

Dear Mr Sykes 

  

I understand that this application has generated a lot of interest but we need to make sure all issues are 

carefully considered and addressed.  
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The case officer would not want to give you an indication of whether the application is acceptable or not 

until he is confident that all matters are capable of being resolved. As I understand it there is still an 

ongoing dialogue with the Highway authority on this application.  

  

I have copied in Mr Shaw and his Team leader so they are aware you are keen to progress the 

application and am sure they will update you in due course.  

  

Grant Butterworth 

Head of Planning  

Leicester City Council  

City Hall  

115 Charles St 

Leicester LE1 1FZ 

From: office@sykesplanning.co.uk <office@sykesplanning.co.uk>  

Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2023 10:05 AM 

To: Grant Butterworth <Grant.Butterworth@leicester.gov.uk> 

Cc: ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk; M Shaikh <zaqirs@hotmail.com>; Stuart Shaw 

<Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk>; Katy Redford <Katy.Redford@leicester.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Application Ref : 155 Humberstone Drive – 20221709 

 

Dear Grant 

Thank you for your reply of 6 March and I note there is still no further advice or communication from the 

Officer. 

 

The application has been with you over 5 months and we are still no clearer as to how the Council are 

likely to consider it. 

 

This is not acceptable, nor is it helpful to a project which has wider, positive benefits for the local 

community.  

 

The length of time that the application is taking is now causing my clients serious problems. 

 

My clients would, therefore, request a meeting with yourself (and possibly Highways if we know what 

their views are to be).  

 

Please let me know what dates are available by return. 

 

Regards, Richard 

SYKESPLANNING LTD 



Richard Sykes BA(Hons), BTP, MRTPI 
07855 323945  
office@sykesplanning.co.uk 

Lower Farm, The Common, Corley Moor, Coventry CV7 8AR 

Registered in England & Wales No.10047838. 

 

 

From: Grant Butterworth <Grant.Butterworth@leicester.gov.uk>  

Sent: Monday, March 6, 2023 10:20 AM 

To: 'office@sykesplanning.co.uk' <office@sykesplanning.co.uk> 

Cc: ahmed@skylinearchitecture.co.uk; M Shaikh <zaqirs@hotmail.com>; Stuart Shaw 

<Stuart.Shaw@leicester.gov.uk>; Katy Redford <Katy.Redford@leicester.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Application Ref : 155 Humberstone Drive – 20221709 

 

Dear Mr Sykes 

 

I understand that this application has generated a lot of interest but we need to make sure 

all issues are carefully considered and addressed.  

 

The case officer would not want to give you an indication of whether the application is 

acceptable or not until he is confident that all matters are capable of being resolved. As I 

understand it there is still an ongoing dialogue with the Highway authority on this 

application.  

 

I have copied in Mr Shaw and his Team leader so they are aware you are keen to progress 

the application and am sure they will update you in due course.  

 

Grant Butterworth 

Head of Planning  

Leicester City Council  

City Hall  

115 Charles St 

Leicester LE1 1FZ 
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